(1)...Ero 3Banu Kocteit. (2) A He NOMHI0, UTOBbI 3TOT MO NepPBbIN APYr XOTA bbl KOraa-HUbYAb paccepawics,
— OH BeYHo bblIn Becen 1 Bcerga yabibanca. (3) Munbiii Koctsa! (4) Ero gaBHO HET Ha CBETE, U A BCMOMMWHALO 0
HeM C 0COHEHHOM Nt0HOBBIO, KaK O POAHOM M TaKOM B1M3KOM YeNOBEKE, KOTOPOTO HE MOMKELLb OTAENNTb OT
camoro cebs.

(5) B meTcKoli apy:kbe 3a10KeHa KaKan-To TaMHCTBEHHAA CWa, KOTopas NPOXOAUT Yepes BCIO OCTa/IbHYHO
YU3Hb. (6) Te, KOro Mbl N1O6WMAN B AETCTBE, CAYKAT TOYHO NYTEBOAHbLIMW MasKamu ANA 0CTasbHOro
YKM3HeHHoro nyTu. (7) Mos BcTpeya c KocTelt okpacuaia He TOJIbKO Moe AETCTBO, HO U FOHOCTb ZI0POrMMU
BNEYaTIeHNAMM 1 NePBbIM AOPOrMM OMnbITOM. (8) C HUM BMeCTe Mbl Ha4a/IM CAMOCTOSATE/TbHYIO KU3Hb... (9)
Bmecte c KocTeli e ABMAACh M HOBasi KHUra.

(10) — Y meHs oTel, BCE poMaHbl YATAeT, — pacckasbiBan KocTa, KoBepKasa yaapeHue. — (11) U uem
CTpallHee, Temayudle ana Hero. (12) Xoveuwb, noymnrtaem smecte? (13) EcTb "HepHbiit AWMK", "TauHCTBEHHbIM
moHax", "lWanka topoameoro, nnn TPUAUCTBEHHUK".

(14) A1, KoHeuYHo, CcoracuNCa C BeIMYaLLMM YA0BONbCTBMEM.

(15) OTey KocTn Mmen NpuBbIYKY NepeymrTbiBaTb CBOM Nt06UMbIe "poMaHbI" MO HECKOMIbKY Pas, Y KHUMM
MMe/IN O4YeHb NOAEPKAHHbIV BUA, @ HEKOTOPbIE INCTbI ObTM TOYHO M3MKEBAHbI TEJIEHKOM...

(16) — NMob61t0 NounTaTh pomaHbl, — roopun otel, Koctn. — (17) TonbKo A No-cBoeMy YnTato... (18) MeHs,
6paT, HUKAKOM COYMHUTENDb He NpoBedeT. (19) A cnepBa NpoYnTalo KOHeL, poMaHa, eim Bce 61aronoy4yHo
KOHUYM/IOCh, HY, TOTAa A YK C Ha4yana 3a Hero npumycsb. (20) YueH s goBosbHo... (21) Mpexae, 6biano,
YyuTaelWb-YMTaelb, a A0 KOHLA A0UYUTaN, — TN84b, 1MBO Koro ybunu, nmbo KTo ymep. (22) HeT, nokopHo
6narogaptol.. (23) A n 6e3 counMHUTENA 3HALD OTAINYHO, YTO BCE Mbl MOMpPeM. (24) Mano u ropa Kpyrom, a TyT
elLe B KHUre ero BblYWTbIBaM...

(25) Ero 3Bann PomaHom PoauoHbidem. (26) 3To 6bi1 4eloBeK ManeHbKOMo POCTa, C 60bLLION Ky APABOIA
ronoson. (27) OH ToxKe BeYHo ynblbancsa, Kak U Kocta, — 370 6blna pamunbHan yepra. (28) PomaH PoamoHbiy
6b1/1 33BOACKMM CYXKALLMM M 3aHUMAJ AO/IKHOCTb 3amacumnKa, To eCTb 3aBe0BaN amMbapamu ¢ x1ebom,
OBCOM M PasHbIMM APYTMMM MAaTEPMANaMK, KaK CasibHble CBEYM, BEPEBKM, KOXKM M npou. (29) Haw 3aBoz xoTa
1 6bln HeBONBLLIOW, HO cayKallmX 6bn10 AocTaTouHO. (30) OHU BCe HbINN U3 KPenoCTHbIX U 0bpasoBaHKue
nony4Mnu B 3aBoAcKoM Wwkone. (31) AanbHelwee obpasoBaHmMe WNo "cBOMM yMmoM" 1 MoYepnanoch
rNlaBHbIM 0OPA30M U3 C/TyYaMHO NOMAAABLUMXCA NOA, PYKU KHUT.

(32) MbI ceiiyac CAMLLKOM NPUBBIKAN K KHUTE, YTOBbI XOTS MPUBAN3UTENBHO OLLEHUTb TY TPOMAAHYIO CUIY,
KOTOpPYIO OHa npeacTasnser. (33) BarkHee Bcero 1o, YTo 3Ta cuna, B GOpMe CTPAHCTBYHOLLEN KHUIU B KOPObKe
odeHn, cama NpUXoanIa y:Ke B TO AasieKoe BPeMs K UMTaTello U, Mano Toro, NpMBoAmMaa 3a cobol gpyrue
KHUIW... (34) A cpaBHMA Bbl 3TN CTPAHCTBYIOLLME KHUIU C NEPENETHbIMM NTULAMM, KOTOPbIE MPUHOCAT C CO6OA
[OYXOBHY0 BeCHy. (35) MoHO nogymaTb, YTO KaKas-TO HEBUAMMAA PYKa KaKOTro-TO HEBUAMMOTO reHus
pa3HOCKAA 3TN KHUTM NO HEObBATHOMY NpocTopy Pycu, HeycTaHHO cen "pasymHoe, Aobpoe, BeyHoe". (36)
[a, ceyac nerko ycTpouTb 4OMALLHIoW0 6MBMOTEKY M3 NYULLINX aBTOPOB, 0CObeHHO baaroaapsa
WANIOCTPUPOBAHHbIM M34aHMAM; HO KHUra NpoburBana cebe gopory B camyto ryxyto nopy, B 4obpoe ctapoe
BPEMS acCUrHaLLMIM, Ca/ibHbIX CBEYEN U BCAKOTO ABUMXKEHUA poaHbIM "ry:kom". (37) 3aeck Henb3s He
NOMAHYTb AO6PbIM C/TIOBOM CTAPUHHOTO 0dEeHIO-KHUIOHOLLY, KOTOPbIN, KaK BOLA, MPOHUKA B KaXKayto
CKBaxkMHYy. (38) Ans Hac, geTeld, ero noABAEHWe B IOME ABAAIOCh HAacTOAWMM NpasaHukom. (39) OH xe
pPYKOBOAWN M BbIBOPOM KHUT M AaBa, B Cly4ae Hyabl, HEO6X0AMMble 06 bACHEHUS.

(40) OamH 13 TakMx odeHe TMYHO MHEe HEBOIbHO AocTaBun 6onblioe oropyeHue. (41) Kak Bce aetum, s
o4YeHb 1t0OWI pUCoBaTh, @y HETO B KOpobe cpeam ApYrMx COKPOBMULL, OKa3asics atTlac 419 CamoobyyeHUs
pucoBaHuio. (42) Beca 6ega 6bina B TOM, YTO OH CTOMA UenbiX ABa pybaid, — cymma, No ToraawHe My cyeTy U1
no Hawemy 6o axeTy, rpoMaaHas...

(43)—HeT, He mory, — 3asBun otel, — (44) Ecnm pybnb, TO eLue MOXKHO, a ABYX pybsiei HerT.

(45) A oTANYHO NOHMMAN, YTO 3HAYMT c/10BO "HeT", 1 He HacTamBan. (46) Tak aT/iac U ywen B Kopobe obeHU K
apyromy, 6onee cHacTIMBOMY NOKYNaTe 0, @ MHE er0 ¥Ka/b AaxKe cenyac. (47) YK o4eHb XOTeN10Cb YUUTbCA
pUCOBaTb, @ y4UTbLCS ObLIO He Mo Yemy.

(Mo A. MaMnHy-Cunoé npsky)



